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Miranda Lou, a cute and bubbly student at the University of South Florida, had never been in an 

automotive accident before. For five years she had a perfect driving record with no speeding 

tickets or any other kind of traffic violation. Her new flashy red sports car that her parents bought 

her for her sweet 16th birthday gift was flawless without a scratch or dent on it. All it took to 

destroy her impeccable driving record and car was a short text with three little words saying, 

“BE RIGHT THERE.” 

Young students today would much rather text than talk. Over the last two years text 

messaging in that age group has doubled while the amount of time spent talking has declined by 

25 percent. Miranda explained and said, “I prefer to text instead of talking because texting is 

more to the point. If I need to quickly tell someone something, texting is quicker and easier and I 

don’t have to waste time chit- chatting.”  

Young people receive a reported1,630 SMS messages a month on average; however, 

Miranda pulls out her phone and shows that her text messages this month are over 3,000. “It’s a 

good thing I have unlimited text messaging because I would never be able to pay my phone bill ,” 

she said. 

The issue, however, is not the fact that people are texting more, but they are doing it 

while they are driving and thus there is an increase in automobile accidents. According to the 

National Safety Council, texting while driving contributes to more than 200,000 automobile 

accidents each year.  Bill Newsome, president of Saferoad.org said, “Our mission here is to 

promote driver safety and awareness, with the increase in automobile accidents due to the texting 

craze; it is imperative that young people are made aware of the statistics and dangers. It has been 



challenging because our messages are often ignored. We need to implement more laws and find 

effective ways to communicate our message so that people listen.” 

Unfortunately Miranda’s car and driving record was destroyed by no one’s fault except 

her own. “It was wet outside so I was driving slow and being careful. I think I was only going 

about 30 m.p.h. when my friend texted me and asked when I would be meeting her. All I texted 

back was that I would be right there and before I had a chance to look up, I slammed into the car 

in front of me causing him to slam into the car in front of him.  I know it was my fault, but I told 

the insurance company and my mom that my brakes locked up. Next time I will be more 

careful,” said Miranda. 

According to a recent Pew Internet & American Life Project survey, teens and young 

college students are not the only ones texting behind the wheel. Twenty-seven percent of all 

American adults have sent or read text messages while driving and adults’ text and drive more 

often than teens! 

  Today, texting while driving is illegal in more than 20 states across America. Still, that 

may not be enough to convince drivers to put down the phone. “If texting and driving becomes 

illegal here in Florida I’m not going to stop,” said Miranda “I am, however, going to be more 

careful by making sure I’m not next to a police officer, and when I do text it’s going to be above 

the steering wheel with two hands and not on my lap under the wheel causing me to have to look 

down. I’m not stupid anymore.”  

 

 

 



 

 

 

  


